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MONTHLY NOTES. 


smaller meetings held in a larger number of places may be a real improve- 
ment upon the larger and fewer meetings of old times. They afford more 
opportunity for many taking part, and prayer is often more real and earnest 


the 
interior of Asiatic Turkey writes: “ Outwardly the country is quiet enough, but 
there is no confidence. Both Christians and Moslems are in a state of unrest. 


for us here.” It is not the first time that God's servants who are working 
for the extension of His kingdom have been able to say, in the midst of 
adverse circumstances, “the things which happened . . . have fallen 
rather unto the furtherance of the Gospel. 


22 
Our readers will find, in another part of this issue, some notices of the 
meetings held in the first week of this year in London, as well as of some 
of those held in the country. In considering all the reports received there is 
ground for encouragement, for although in some places the attendance was 
less than usual, in others it was good; and from some of the country reports 
we learn that this year's prayer meetings have been better attended than 
ever before. The multiplication of late of meetings during the Week of 
Prayer in London and its suburbs would quite account for the Central 
3 meetings being at times less well attended than in former years. Perhaps 
It is cheering, in the midst of so much that is depressing as to the state of 
things in Asia Minor, to hear that the work of God progresses in that unhappy 1 
country. Tidings have reached us from correspondents both in Constantinople 
more than the usual results. We believe that God has good things in store 
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Archdeacon Taylor, of Liverpool, has (in à short article in The Protestant 

Woman) well met the charge which Romanists and Ritualists bring against 
Protestantism—that it encourages divisions—by pointing to the work 

Evangelical Alliance. His words are— The Romanists and others point 

the divisions among Protestants. This is quite misleading. The Protestant 

Churches are not divided in important matters. They are thoroughly agreed 

in all the fandamentals and essentials of Christianity, and differ only on 

matters left perfectly free in the Word of God—viz., Church government and 

forms of worship. The doctrines of the Church of England, the Presbyterians, 


We may be thankful for the wisdom given to the founders of the 
Alliance, half-a-century ago, which led them to draw up a Basis of funda- 
mental truths upon which all Evangelical Christians are substantially agreed, 
without which it would have been very difficult to present a united froni to 
the many enemies of Gospel truth. This basis is, it is to be feared, not so 
much valued as it ought to be in some quarters. But we are convinced that 
without it there would be no preservative against the Alliance becoming a 
: mixture of such heterogeneous elements as would very soon imperil ite 
ö distinctively Evangelical character. Union in the truth is the only 
| worth promoting, as St. John reminds us in his Second Epistle to “ the 
if lady and her children"”—probably a mystic designation given to a 
4 which he wrote—“ Whom (he says) I love in the truth: and not I only, but 
} also all they that have known the truth: for the truth's sake which dwelleth 
f in us, and shall be with us for ever.” 


- 
— —— — 


The Rev. F. B. Meyer, when speaking at St. Martin's Hall, on Tuesday, 
in the Week of Prayer, drew a happy distinction between “the Church with 
a large C, and the churches with a small c, or in other words, the various 
denominations. This Church (he added) includes all of every tribe and 
nation who by faith are united to the Lord Jesus Christ, whether outside or 
inside the churches.” It would, perhaps, be a convenient thing if some. sort 
ag of mutual agreement could be come to among the churches to adopt this 
| mode of distinguishing between their national or denominational claims to 


the name of church, and the claim of that great multitude which no man 
aE could number, out of all nations and kindreds and people and tongues,” of 
Ug whom it is written that they “have washed their robes and made them 
. white in the blood of the Lamb.” 


| It is not, however, the use or disuse of a capital letter which will go to 

. the root of the difference of opinion as to what constitutes the Church of 
if Christ. The professing Church is a mixed body—such as we find it described 
| under the figure of a great house (2 Tim. ii, 20), in the last of St. 
14 Pauls Epistles. As such it cannot be identified with that Church of God 
which is the body of Christ, and of whose members we read —“ The Lord 

| knoweth them that are His.” It is true, the professing Church may be said 
1 in a general way to contain within it the true Church; nevertheless, it would 
if be wrong to say that it is the true Church. If the Epistles of St. Paul to 


| 
Anything more definite, distinct, dogmatic, and at the same time undenomina- 
| tional cannot be conceived.” 
{ 
1 


1125 #1; 11175 11115 


} 
The Expositor for January contains an article by Dr. Chadwick, the 
new Bishop of Derry, calling attention to the teaching of a book lately 
published The Mind of the Master,” by Dr. Watson, better known as 
Ian Maclaren. One specimen of the theology of the book will suffice: Jesus 
assumed. existence [in another world] for all, but existence on this low plain 
of death was not worth His consideration. n . 
D 
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The parenthesis and italics are the Bishop's, who adds“ What it 
mean is that Jesus did not believe in the annihilation of the wicked, 
His opinion does not greatly matter. The Hecord, while deploring 
that “the success of Jan Maclaren stories has nothing 
public by offering humour and 


. Mr. Augustus Hare, in 
his agreeable *‘ Story of my Life,” relates how, at a private audience with the 
late Pope, he had to bow the knee, or “ genuflect,” nine times, and finally to 
kiss the Pope’s slipper. The origin of this latter ceremony is thus told by 
all the 

his 


indignation throughout the City, to see themselves reduced to suffer so great 
an indignity. Seneca declaims upon it, in his usual manner, as the last 
affront to liberty, and the introduction of a Persian slavery into the manners 
of Rome.” It should be remembered that this monster, Caligala, was the first 
Roman Emperor who—as Suetonius tells us—claimed divine honours for 
himself and “instituted a temple and priests with choicest victims in honour 
of his own divinity.” 


Dr. Conyers Middleton adds: Let this servile act, unworthy either to 
be imposed or complied with by man, is now the standing ceremonial of 
Christian Rome, and a necessary condition of access to the reigning Popes, 
though derived from no better origin than the frantic pride of a brutal 
pagan tyrant.” It seems strange that the Popes, who profess to be successors 
of the Apostle Peter, should forget how he acted when treated with more 
reverence than was his due. Acts x. 25: “And as Peter was coming in 
Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshipped him; but Peter 
took him up saying, ‘Stand up; I myself also am a man. See also 
another instance of the correction of exaggerated reverence shown, not to, 
but by, an Apostle. “I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel 
which shewed me these things. Then saith he unto me, ‘ See thou do it not, 
for I am thy fellow servant, of thy b 


and 
which keep the sayings of this book: worship God“ The Pope, in his 


But if in 
laxity or to the blank secularism which 
| y be fair to say so much wu 
1 e all need a much louder warning 
ry those who may like the stories 
1 above specimen shows to be a 
e dignity and glory of the only 
| of God. 
1 In reporting the ceremonial lately observed at Vienna on the occasion of 
: the introduction of the now English Ambassador to the Emperor, 14, 
1 Standard remarks, “‘ There is, after all, a good deal of meaning in ceremonials 
ü N of this kind.” It may be added that there is also a good deal of meaning in 
the contrast between the reasonable respect required to be shown to the 
‘ | Emperor on such an occasion and that required to be given to the Pope by 
| those presented to him. The Ambassador is reported to have bowed three 
| 
foot to be kissed by any who approached him, which raised a general 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
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87 
ceremonial of presentation, shows himself to be rather the successcr of the 
pagan Emperor and pontifer maximus Caligula than of Bt. Peter as 
to the lessen whit was tenght and fet to give oven to 
an angel, the adoration due only to God, the Pope has so li it 

sems the rather to accept such adoration, as if he represented God; 
“Getting forth as Ged” (B.V.). 


Z 


ei 


is 

between the High Churchmen and the Low Churchmen 
their ordination rite. Does it pu 
Certainly,’ 
Churchmen. ‘Cranmer did not intend by his mani to 
idea of a sacrificial power from his rite,’ say the Stok Chesshanee. ‘ Cranmer 
both intended and succeeded in extruding this idea,’ rejoin the Low Churchmen. 
The rite contains clear. indications that the idea was retained,’ say the High 
Churchmen. ‘The rite contains the clearest indications that the idea was 
extruded,’ rejoin the Low Charchmen. What the Pope does, in effect, is to 
disagree with the High Churchmen and agree with the Low Churchmen.” 
For once we may, though Protestants, rejoice to have the Pope on our side 
in this controversy, and all the more so as the point on which we agree 
separates distinctively the Churches of England and of Rome from one 
another more than ever. 


One of the correspondents of the Alliance in Turkey, writing only a little 
more than six weeks ago, says: “Affairs here are in a disheartening 
condition so far as prospects of improvement are concerned. You must not 
be easily content with the talk about reforms being introduced in Turkey. 
There is no real intention on the part of the Sultan to touch the matter. 
The whole business is a blind, that is hoped to be of efficacy enough to keep 
off intervention, The quality of the ‘reform’ measures is of a piece with 
that suppression of the High Court which the French secured the other day. 
In order to satisfy M. Hanotaux, the Sultan ordered that the Court be 


8 


dissolved, and the fact was widely trumpeted abroad as a step in advance. 


But the Sultan had published in the Turkish papers a notice that the work 
of the ‘High Court’ had been transferred to the ordinary courts, of which 
the same judges are members, and so the same work of condemning 
Armenians without evidence goes merrily on in the hands of the same men, 
and the Sultan thinks that he has found a means of satisfying France very 
cheaply. As to the general hopefulness of reform measures, I would point 
to the fact that the President of the Commission of reform is a man of 
such character that a couple of years ago the then Ministry united in 
declaring to the Sultan that he must be tried for actual crime, and Be it is 

who is to put the ‘reforms’ into execution!” — 


so it is in reference to the question . 
Reformers did or did not leave out 
previously-existing recognition of the p . 
| 
| 


- — — — — — — 
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Intelligence. 


FRANCE. 
From our own Correspondent.) 
Paris, Jan. 15, 1897. 

Mar the New Year be a one to all Christian workers: a year of watchful- 
This winter the weather has been so mild, so springlike, that we have had some 
in realising that Christmas time is once more quite over. It is true the 

McAll Mission has not yet done lighting up all its Christmas trees in Paris—at 


least, although it is now the middle of January, every Sunday-school has its 
Are . Few are the orators 
able to deliver addresses to young and old occasion ; most of these “ fetes” 


AL Let us, before touching any other 
subject. recall the well-known and invaluable services rendered to our country by 
the McAll Mission. 


M 

They have now, after some suppressions (made necessary, we are sorry to say, 

hater Ange fe 15 halls in Paris, 11 in the suburbs, 54 in different parts of 

every week for grown-up people, 42 children. ere are, 
Christian Associations —— girls, 6 for men; 10 Bible-classes; 5 other 
preparation of Sunday-sc lessons ; 17 mothers’ meetings; two 
188i the most precious results of the 
done in that way, due first to 
, imself, and now to his helpers 
and successors in his work. But, alas! how sad to think of the deficiency weighing 
so heavily upon the mission since the death of its founder, and stopping constantly 
its efforts and development. May renewed sacrifices and generous gifts produce the 
amount of money—40,000 francs—in or outside of France, before long, and without 
which new and most regrettable suppressions will 2 be necessary. This sum 
would clear off the actual debt if contributed outside the regular income. 

The Consistory of the Reformed Church of Paris has lately held a general 
meeting, which has once more shown the practical usefulness of this organisation 
and its important results. Our Church has actually under its superintendence more 
than 300 apprentices, who, besides the different gifts distributed to them, attend 
lectures, singing lessons, have the free use of 
magazines, &c. The assembly manifested the wish of widening this branch of the 
‘Church activity, and considered the best possible means of strengthening its action 
on the young of the working class. The proposition was made that every deacon 
should visit the apprentices themselves at home, or at their employer's, and try to 
keep them under the influence of the Church. This plan was adopted with 
unanimity, and will certainly be very successful. As there are about 100 deacons 
and 300 apprentices, the charge will not be very heavy to every visitor. 

The Société Centrale (section du centre) is pursuing, at Gien (Loiret), a work 
of evangelisation, rich in results and promises. number of Roman Catholic 
families, fallen into indifference, have come o attend the new services. 

M. Coillard, the venerated missionary of the Zambesi, the apostle of the 
Barotsis, is still in Paris, serving with all his strength among us the cause of his 
distant African parish, or, rather, the cause of his Master,—strengthening the faith 
and zeal of all the Christians he with, calling into the army of the Lord all 
the young not yet belonging to it. No effort seems to exceed his strength; he 
preaches, visits the churches, delivers addresses in all the meetings desirous to hear his 
voice. His stay among us is, we are convinced of it, a blessing to the Parisian 
churches and friends of Missions: may it be one also to those who did not 
before see the necessity of spreading the Gospel far off in the world! A lecture 
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was given by M. Coillard, a few weeks ago, in the Protestant Faculie de Thi logic, 
on the Barotsis—their customs, character, history, full of unknown on! intr sting 


But the activity of M. Coillard consists not only in spoken words—he has just 


arranged the publication of a new volume which is welcomed by the friends 
of missions. It contains most of the letters written by — — 4 scams 
des 


Missions. It is enriched with portraits and 


ich had so much trouble in the last 
money (160,000fr. this peri 
vind of f tion, — in our 
movement against Protestantism, sadly 
42 4 and little caring for truth. M. L. Vernes, 
the Reformed Church of Paris, paid a visit to 
the faithful iotism devotedness of 
— the Republic answered, 
ith „ any attention to such reports, knowing them to 


rder to assure him 


2 


GERMAN. 
(From our own Correspondent.) 


Bx, Jan. 16, 1897. 

Wr have again entered into a new year, and, as usual, all newspapers begin with 
a look-out at the prospects of the future. The religious Press does the same, and, 
of panes, forecast is more optimist or 
pessimist. There is, in fact, sufficient d for both views. If we look at our 
public affairs, things do not look very hopeful. In Parliament, the Ultramontanes 
ing party Social Democracy, though not increasing quite as much in 
numbers as was ex . greatly succeeded in diminishing the religious and 
moral standing of the people. Those who ought to oppose these two parties are 
~_ up among themselves. The Advanced Liberals are too close friends to Social 
mocracy: they only pave the way for their more energetic friends. The 
Moderate Liberals, who have done so much for the erection of the German Empire, 
The Conservatives are in want of able 
men, and have suffered considerable losses from the Christian Socialists and 
National Socialists. It almost seems probable that, in a future Parliament, Social 
Democrats and Ultramontanes should be left to themselves—the former trying to 


a short ion of the country and its inhabits nts. 1 

Another African missionary, M. Christol, at present in France with his family, 
improves his stay in his native country for the benefit of missions. During his 
recent tour in the west of France, he visited, in seventeen days, nineteen churches of 
Poiton ; held meetings, conferences, with views of Lessonto sceneries and pictures. 
In one church he attracted and addressed 800 hearers. 

Some recent grave news from Basutoland mention that the dryness has, in 
some places, prevented the ploughing of the fields, and now plague and pestilence 
are reigning. In spite of the severe measures taken by the government to stop the 
| Mission Soe 

to aris Mission iety to 
assume the responsibility of the direction of its primary schools in Sameninn, ond cas 
implies, seeing in it a 
duty coming directly from God. When we think of all the urgent needs of our 
other fields of missions (the Congo, for instance), we are almost afraid of the new 
work. Only an increase of faith and spiritual life will enable the churches of France 
to accomplish their whole „ We are thankful to our brethren, the English and 
Norwegian missionaries for all they have done and are doing in Madagascar, and for 

‘ the good relations our delegates have elways had with all of them. 
th 
w 


‘ 
4 
4 


is one side of the question, and 
light. alo much growed for bop that the your 1096 has bee very 
one for real spiritual work. The number of evangelists increases: the spirit 
of prayer, the desire to live a sanctified life increases. In almost all parts of 
Germany earnest Christians join together for mutual and spiritual help, and 
energetic of the Gospel to those who stand afar off. this cannot be 
in vain. have been won for Christ. Many of His children, therefore, look 
into the future with confidence that the Lord has still many blessings in store for 
In the province of Schleswig-Holstein the clergymen who wish to remain closer 
on church ” lines, recently founded church evangelisstion society, Roping 
to get the work more into their hands. The old society, which was 
long ago over by Rev. Dr. Craig, when he was in Hamburg, and then by 
the late Ocertzen, felt no jealousy against the new society. It would only be 
pleased that the ideas for which it e 
recognised in other circles and more t therefore welcomed the new 
society, t h it was well aware that some of the members wished to keep its own 
work in e * 
evangelical man, he and Pastor Witt, of the home-mission society, have 
Gospel meetings together in Kiel. This certainly was not quite after the heart of 
those who appointed Pastor Ju but it was a real gift of God. 
There has been brought into Parliament a Bill for the suppression of immorality 


We hear with satisfaction that Gospel work done in Hungary during 
of the millennial exhibition, bas not been in vain. The seed begins to grow. As 
is perfect religious liberty there, we can imagine what a blessing it would be 

if the three millions of Protestants in that country really came to spiritual life. 

The interest for the Armenian sufferers is increasing in Germany, though the 
movement is much limited yet to the religious people among the Protestant Charches. 
The Jerusalem Society has also opened its orphanage at Bethlehem for Armenian 
children, and started — the purpose. The collections for the sufferers 
in general progress favourably. 

A small home will be opened in Berlin on the 29th of this month for ladies who 
wish to take an active part in Christian work. The wish has existed for some time, 
but the realisation proved difficult. The need certainly exists, as there are ladies 
who are either too old or not strong enough to become deaconnesses, and also such 
who prefer to work in greater liberty. It is trying for single ladies to live quite 
alone in a large city, and the expenses of a household of their own are uselessly large- 
A similar work is done at Wiesbaden by Pastor Ziemendorff. It is always good to 
begin things in a small way, and so it is going to be done. But if it proves a success 
it will soon grow and be a great help to many ladies, and will provide Christian 
workers, which are so needed in our time. 

The Week of Universal Prayer lics behind us. We have no news from the 
Provinces yet. In Berlin we have all reason to be grateful for the meetings. We 
had again two meetings every night, besides a number of meetings held without 
official connexion with the Committee of the Evangelical Alliance. The meetings 
took place in the halls of the Young Men’s Christian Association, the St. Michael 
Society, the City Mission, and the Moravian Chapel. The spirit of prayer truly. 
prevailed at the meetings. Churchmen and Dissenters joined in these gatherings. 

— 


BELGIUM. 
(From an Occasional Correspondent.) 


Ix Belgium the leaven of the Gospel is working very surely, and, may be, un- 
obtrusively, as far as nationality is concerned. Great mountains cannot be made to 
vanish by a simple act of the will, but they can be undermined little by little, until a. 
way through is made out into the life and liberty of the Gospel. And thus it is in 
Belgium, and markedly at Namur. For these last forty years. the Gospel has been 
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discouraging a character that a regular pastor was not appoin ted for a space of twenty ; 
years. About six ago, however, a minister was sent thither, and a new start 1 
made. The result has been most encouraging, for not only Namar itself has displayed Z 
Christian setivity, but various places round about have shown signs of awakening . 
of indifference or superstition. Namur, therefore, has become an 17 
important centre for «preading the truth, and it became desirable to have a commodious | 
place of worship. The first stone of the new building was laid on May 17 last, and 
owing to the thoroughly earnest way in which the work has been carried forward, 


were 
churches, from the capital and from many other ; while the pastors, together 
W. H. Kirkpatrick, agent for the British and Foreign Bible Society, testified 
reer to the work. M. le Pasteur Anet preached 


opening 
in the 16th century there was a Protestant Church in Namur which was several times | 
suppressed the Inquisition, and as many times reformed by the courage of 


ye ota It is well known to have been in existence at the end of 
t cen 
The meeting of the council for the Hainaut- Brabont- Namur group of churches | 


took place at the end of Se ber last. The report states: “ The reading over of 
the various documents touching the churches and stations, affords us grounds for 
Oe. Good news comes to us from every side. Continuous and determined 
ort is the order of the day; the watchword is—Forward! onward to gain souls, 
to gather them together, to build them up, to organise and consolidate. Here we 
have young stations where we must carry out the work of evangelisation. There we 
have churches duly formed and where we have the young to instruct and train, and 
the older members to support in their trials, and to build up in our most holy faith.” 
Meetings are being held in various 2 of Belgium to awaken interest in the 
suffering Armenian Christians, and considerable sums of money have been contributed 
for relief funds. Some of the Roman Catholic newspapers have even referred in 
favourable terms to this movement.—F. 


~ 


- 


The increase of the Protestant population annually in Brussels calls for additional 
accommodation in matters of public worship. Recently, the Roman Catholics having 
built a new Charch to take the place of the Chapelle de la Trinite, this building was 
put up for sale, and has been bought for Protestant worship. It has come into the 

of the Managing Committee, free of debt. It is situated in the centre of a 
new quarter, where the number of inhabitants is ever growing, and especially 
, to throw off the yoke of Rome. 
The work of 42 in the various places occupied by the pastors or 
lists under the more immediate supervision of the Sociefé Evangelique, shows 
increased vitality, and accounts come to hand well calculated to encourage those 

entrusted with the management of affairs to go oo eg is 3 

found in providing sufficiently large premises wherein to hold Sabbath worship 
and evangelistic meetings. It J. often surprising how soon a modest locale becomes 
too small for the audience which presses in. This, for instance, is the case at 
Ostend, that seaside resort so well known to many Englishmen and women, and to 
which reference has been made in our columus. 

The visits of Mons. Thoumaian to various places in Belgium have awakened 
and brought out a spirit of sympathy with the sufferers in Armenia. His addresses 
have had the effect of awakening the Belgian public and enlisting their sympathy. 

~ Fourteen ladies have formed themselves into a mittee for receiving clothing for 
the sufferers. A permanent committee of gentlemen taken from the House of Repre- 


he opening took place on Oct. 18. The province of Namur can boast only of two 
evangelical places of worship. There was considerable stir on the occasion of the 
ing of the new — The building was crowded, and both staircases were 
Glied with persons standing uring the service, eager to see and hear as best they 
might—some were adherents to the evangelical cause, others attracted by curiosity 
Several officers and soldiers from the garrison were among the audience. The 
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fi away, and it is hoped that the dawn of a glorions day is breaking 

ITALY. 

1 Tne projected meeting at Rome in favour of Armenia took place, on Dec. 23, in the 
( Sea Dante. The hall, which is a very ious one, was nearly full a quarter of an 


hour before the meeting was to begin. Evangelicals in Rome, of all denomina- 
tions and all nationalities, mustered in large numbers. Very few of the other classes 
put in an An honourable exception, however, must be made in favour 
of the ts in law and medicine, who at the first meeting gave their hearty 
adhesion to the project of aid for Armenia. The meeting was opened by the 
President, the Rev. James Wall, and, after prayer for God's blessing, Mr. Wall 
briefly laid before the audience the proposed scope of the movement. The speakers 
were—Siggs. Dardi, Giampiccoli, and Comm. Dr. Prochet. The meeting was most 
! enthusiastic, and will have excellent results, to which reference will doubtless be 
| welcome in the pages of Erangelical Christendom later on. It may be stated here 
that the 7ribuna, of Dec, 29, spoke in high terms of this effort made by the Italian 
Evangelicals in Rome on behalf of the unfortunate sufferers.—K. F. D. 


A correspondent in the Bollettimo, of Jan. 16, writes on the observance of the 
Week of Universal Prayer: “The meetings for United Prayer at the beginning of 
the year deserve special notice on this occasion. The gatherings * 
imposing with regard to numbers, solemn for the spirit which has animated them, 

edifying on account of the fraternal communion of heart. This state of things 
has not been outwardly apparent only, but has been a reality, heartfelt and solid. 
It has not been an Alliance in form and in name, but an Alliance of the Spirit, in 


deed and in truth. Oh! that we may meet more often to ther with one 
heart and one voice“ 


— — — 


MADAGASCAR. 


Tur Rev. R. Wardlaw Thompson, Foreign Secretary of the London Missionary 
Society, sends to The Nonconformist ꝙ Independent the following important com- 


munication :— 

So many friends in all parts of the country are naturally anxious to have news 
of the position of affairs in Madagascar, that I think it well to inform them as soon 
as possible of the substance of our latest intelligence. The news is of a very mingled 


character. There is much in it to make us profoundly thankful, while there are 
some elements which awaken very grave anxiety for the future. 


The rebellion against the French authorities in the central districts of the 
Island is evideritly being dealt with by the Government very wisely and firmly, and 
peace is already being restored, under the protection of French soldiers, in some of 
the places which have been the centres of most serious revolt. It is probable, 
therefore, that in the course of a few months peace and order will be restored. The 
change of Government, however, and the outbreak of the rebellion, have encouraged 
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| 4 of Protestant 
Bh was recently held. 
vigorously carried 
1 emperance work, 
| oF ir way with good 
By whole the various 
| i the hearts of the 
1 of education 
te against w ere is an increasing feel the light of the 
Gospel is shining in many dark places, and men are turning their faces to the Sun 
y of Righteousness. Before His brightness the clouds of mist and darkness are passing 
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the large heathen and non-Christian which exists in every district, to l 
avow once more their disbelief in, and dislike to, Christianity. One of the — 
features of the rebellion has been the fierce onslaught upon native Christians. 
At the same of beathenism appears to have brought out i 
1 


high 
elearer light reali rr on the 
have asked for, and probably it will be some time before they can 

is very evident that in every part of the disturbed district numbers 
not a few of the e 


more 
evangelista have sealed their testimony to Christ 
one. 
„„ eee are likely to prove a 

and | believe it will be found tha i . 
remains a large percentage of the pure gold of the true Christian faith. 
to do 


— 
F 


heads of the French Government are evidently anxious what is just 

and right. The proclamation of li of worehip has been ted and 
emphasised by General Gallieni, the new military ruler of the island, and he has 
made it plain that he means what he says. There is, of course, still a considerable 
Nonconformist 


sti 
amount of — of English mismonaries, and especially of 
missionaries, w our French neighbours persist in believing to be political 
emissaries of Great Britain, and hostile to France. I think there are evidences that 
this view of us is being dissipated from the minds of the chief officials, and that they 
are beginning to recognise our sincerity and our earnest desire loyally to co-operate in 
the work of pacification and development. 

The French view of the Education question is somewhat different from our own. 
They are not content to have instruction in the elementary schools carried on in the 
native language, as is done throughout British India. They require that half the school 
time should be spent in giving instruction in French. Manifestly, if this regulation 
were put in force at once it would involve the closing of nearly all our schools. 
The General, however, is reasonable in allowing time for new arrangements to be 
made, and our missionaries are endeavouring to meet the new need to the best of 
their ability. 

So far, therefore, all seems hopeful; but I confess there is another side to the 
— and one which at present seems dark. The missionaries of the Roman 

atholic Church have seen in the advent of the French Government a new oppor- 
tunity for promoting the interests of their Church, and it is evident that a large 
number of the subordinate officials, especially those who are alone in country places, 
are either very zealous Catholics, or are actuated by the fear of the influence which 
the Jesuits can exert on public opinion in France. Steps are being taken in * 
direction which are evidently intended to terrorise the people into profession 
Roman Catholicism. Several cases have already occurred in which chapels built by 
the people, and used by them hitherto exclusively for worship in connexion with our 
mission, have been seized by the priests under the pretext that the buildings were 
constructed by tho Commune, and that the headmen of the district had now handed 
them over to them. It is only fair to the central authorities to say that they have 
not sanctioned this course of procedure, and that in more than one case where the 
evidence was clear and strong, the chapel has been handed back to the Protestant 
congregation. But it is very evident that our mission is entering u a period of 
very serious difficulty in consequence of the pronounced, the daring, and the 
unscrupulous determination of the Roman Catholic Mission to annex Madagascar to 
the Romish Church as well as to the French Republic. It will be easily understood 
that the French Government, however anxious they may be to do what is just and 
right, will find themselves continually pressed by the strong priestly and the 


Roman Catholic public opinion of France, and English missionaries will require 


exceptional tact, and grace, and patience if they are to keen out of serious 
difficulty. 
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letter was addressed by the Genera of the 
religious newspapers, asking the Editors to attention to the observance of the 
Week of Prayer, and urging the importance of one brief address only being given 
at each meeting. The communication was inserted * a 
number of the secular journals of the country also attention to it. 


letter having been quoted in several directions, and evoked warm commendation 
| from many who are interested in the Week of Prayer, we give the text of it as follows: 


| Jo the Editor of the . Sir,—Will you permit me to call the attention of 
{ your readers to the ap hing Week of Universal Prayer. This annual observance 
| always commences with the first Sunday in the New Year, and the invitation of the 
} Ev ngelical Alliance (issued in the name of the British and many of its Foreign 
branches) is now universally accepted by the Christian Church generally throughout 


the world. The outline of the programme of topics for daily intercession is as 

follows: Monday, Jan. 4, Thanksgiving and Humiliation’ ; Tuesday, ‘The Church 

Universal“; Wednesday, Nations and their Rulers’ ; Thursday, Foreign Missions; 

Friday. Home Missions and the Jews’; Saturday, Families and Schools.’—It is 
{ universally admitted that this Week of Prayer has had far-reaching and blessed 
| results, and that there is a greater need than ever for the united prayers of God's 
people. The coming Week will witness such an earnest appeal to God on behalf of 
rsecuted Christians in the East—Armenians and Stundists 2 perhaps 
as never been witnessed before. May the fervent prayers of the Lord's remem- 
brancers be abundantly answered! It is earnestly hoped that, in every place. 
Christian people—few or many as the case may be—will unite in this solemn concert 


of rae. If all the denominations cannot be induced to co-operate, let those who 
are willing see to it that th 


ey gather themselves together in sympathy with fellow- 
Christians in all the lands of the Old and. New World, and with tens of thousands 


of native Christians in the various mission-fields, and in the far-off isles of the seas. 
The prayers will be in a hundred languages, and from men of various colours, but 
the Great Father in Heaven will hear and answer. One word more—The Council 
of the Evangelical Alliance have been urged to appeal specially to leaders of 
) meetings to arrange that the time be principally devoted to prayer, and that there 

N de but one, and a very brief, address at my meeting. This is important. The full 


programme end other information regarding the Universal Week of Prayer will be 
gladly supplied on application to this office.“ 


| 
| 
1 supplement with OF the let which have come to us Variow 2 
) parts of the United Kingdom. We shall hold over the report of the observance of 
the Week on the Continent, and in more distant lands, for future issues. 
Towards the end of last in response to suggestions from several friends, a 
| | 
it 
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address ourscives | see wind, weicher shall ye see rain; yet that 
— shall be filled with water, that ye may drink, | 


ditches, God will make it full of blessing. These | 70, ond your and pour He 
is something akin t0 the work to which the | buts 
— do some fighting; bot God | choice city, and shall fell every good tree, and stop 
8 r all wells of water, and mar every good picce of 
ave the fying tabs car of a The land with stones, And it came to pass in the 
caning” ae a date U. first of all, we morning, when the meat offering was offered, that, 
ha 322 — behold, there came water by the way of Edom.” 
water God's own giving Do you know how it came? Ido not. Scripture 
of lle full of ditches is hard | does not tell us. It is in vain to press this question. 
12 There are two ways in u came simply because the people obcyed the 
wid: on may Goh bie confession | word of the Lord. ‘They made the valley fall of 
which we may dot. Firs, by hum —— I. — 
of past faults and failings. We & need to — water 
DDS re ex perience Agen far. What we have to do is to 
himself | render obedience to the word of the Lord; pot 
of 
thus without experiencing tresh blessing at God's | 
— ther — valley of our life shall be filled with water. 
will give the blessing if, in our case, there is room | scem, hey = peg 22 4 
for . How may have fuller possession of wag 222 
our life, thought, time, energies and means? | ply — 
These are questions which we may appropriately | a dried torrent. bed. hosts —— roe 
ask ourselves at the beginning of another year ; r 
1 — make the valley of our | selves in this valley, which divided Edom from 
life full of ditches. Moab, with not a drop of water anywhere. It was 
it particularly inerrested me to learn that, / we an unlikely place for such a blessing to be added 
to prepare for blessing we must be superior to to them, was it not? Even as, perhaps, some 
sence, in | who hear me this morning I may say, “The valley 
Ith is impressed upon us in n. — 
a remarkable manner im this narrative. You will of our life is not a very likely blessing 
not see wind, it is like a dry torrent-bed.” we have to do 


observe that Elisha said, “ Ye shall 
neither shall ye see rain; vet that valley shall be with a God of all grace; and He may give you a 
filled with water.” Wind is ordinarily the blessing, even where you are, if you will only take 
precursor of rain, and rain of floods; but, on this Him at His word. 


whole story of Elisha with this particular incident, | their own fault. What often restrains us in the 
I must remark here how corsistent was Elisha's | service of God is the consciousness that so much 
utterance on this occasion with others. He | fault attaches to us. Jehoram was there by his 
attached supreme importance-to the Word of the | own fault: he had not consulted God in regard to 
Lord. Jehoshaphat was right when he said, the expedition. Jehoshaphat had suffered by 
“The word of the Lord is with Him.” If we | alliance with Ahab: yet, fool that he was—a@ 
recognise that, in obedience to God's word, we are | good man at heart, but a fool in point of conduct 
independent of everything else. Look at the story | —when Jehoram came to him and said, Wilt, 
of Naaman, who had the expectation that the | thou go with me against Moab to battle?” he 
Prophet would come forth to see him. The replied, “I am as thou art, my people as thy 
Prophet did not come, simply sending the word | people, and my horses as thy horses.” Thus he 
of the Lord to Naaman, which was, “Go and | identified himself with Jchoram—never consultin 
wash in Jordan seven times.” Naaman resented | God, mark you. The King of Edom, it wou 
the word and the apparent indignity to which he | seem, had no knowledge whatever of God. It 
was subjected—resented being made to depend was their own fault when the King of Isracl 
simply upon a word. But he had to depend | exclaimed, “Alas! that the Lord hath called 
simply upon a wor!—even as we do; and that | these three kings together to deliver them into the 
word is the word of the Lord. When he did hand of Moab!” But God said, Make the 
according to the saying of the word of the Lord, | valley full of ditches. Only show you are willing 
he was healed. | to teceive blessing at my hands and I will make 
“ Ye shall not see wind.” On other occasions | the valley full of water.” That great blessing 
wind was seen under the ministry of Elisha. | from God was indissolubly connected with their 
There was nothing ef the vit on this occasion ; | acceptance by sacrifice, was it not? It came to 
thing whatever to appeal to sense. On the | pass in the morning, when the meat offering was 
art of the people there was simply obedience to | offered, that, hehold, there came water by the wa 
the word of the Lord: “Make this valley full of | of Edom, and the country was filled with water. 
duches. For thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not So be it in our experience for God’s glory. 


8 Jan. C Universat. 
f e attendanee this morning was fairly good. Colonel Douglas Jones presided 
in place of Mr. Donald Matheson, who was unexpectedly prevented being present. 


— 
14 
| 
case, the Prophet said they should see neither. hers may be in an unlikely place essing, 
I have remarked already how consistent was the | because they have brought themselves there by 
| 
1 
| 
1 
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moment, say there is no need to concentrate at 


9 


72 
11 
E 


this spiritual, this wonderful Epistle. 


to enjoy, I have gone forth, and, on the deck of the 
steamer, said to myself, “I am now in the 
Spiritual . of God, and all holy souls, 
throughout all the world, are gathering to-day 
with me, around the same Christ—not only those 
on earth, but those in beaven.” As we come from 
the carthward side, ‘hey come from the heaven- 
ward side, In our Je Drum, in our hymns to 
Christ, the whole Church universal stands before 
Him and worships Him.” 8 

Taking this wonderful Epistle, we can only 
just skim some main thoughts. Look, first, at 
the first chapter. We find from verses 22 and 23, 
that our Father God hath put in the ascension, 
all things under the feet of our Lord, “and gave 
Him to be the Head over all things to the Church, 
which is His Body, the fulness of Him that filleth 
all in all.“ That gives us, as I apprehend, the 
true centre of unity. How often we hear talk of 
gathering around the cross as though the cross 
were the main centre of unity. I do not, for a 


the cross; but, after all, it is a mistake for us, as 
Protestants, to speak so much about the cross. 
The prevalence and efficacy of the cross are, no 
doubt, everlasting ; but our centre of union is not 
away back, about the environs of Jerusalem, 
hundreds of years is in the living, risen, 
and ascended Christ, with Whom all our hearts 


are, at this hour, in unity. It is, no doubt, the 


> 


3 

4 


Shier 
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to you what occurs to me as one of the deepest 
things in this Epistle. It is in Chap. ii., verse 6, 
where we are told that God hath raised us up 
together and made us sit together with Christ in 
the heavenly places. So that really, in the 
purposes of God, the unity of the Church is 
accomplished. We cannot make that unity more 
than God Himsclf has made it already. It 
would take too long to enter into the whole 
explanation of this; but it is most salutary just 
to sketch it as we pass—that, in the purposes of 
God, with Whom there is neither past, present, 
nor future, the whole Church, in resurrection 
with the Lord Jesus Christ, was raised; and 
that, in the ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the whole Church ascended. When the Lord 
Jesus Christ entered into the presence of the 
Father, upon that wonderful day of ascension, the 
morning of which He in the streets of 
Jerusalem, but the afternoon of which the heavens 
received their meridian glory—upon that wor.der- 
ful day in the purposes of God, the work was 
over, the warfare was accomplished po 
fore I say again, in God's purpose, t city 
of the 2 5 already built. Its 
pearly foundations and glistening walls—the 
whole thing stands complete before the eye of 
God. No doubt it will have to come down to us; 
but the unity of the Church in the presence of 
God, is an accomplished fact. We have simply 
to draw aside the veil, so far as we may, and let 
men get a glimpse of that objective, settled fact, 


* 
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the Chairman read suitable passages of Scripture, 
The Rev. F. B. Mrven, 2 A., gave the address. He said: 
| cross by which we have been redeemed, the cross 
by which we have been perchased, the cross in 
do — Gul, ond 
find * reconciliation was accomplished ; but, 
one all, for the purposes of unity, it appears to 
a 
no 
for | 
the 4 
ted 
with any of those cherches which are known 
amongst ourselves. You may be a member of | Brothers and sisters, it is not away back 
some visible church, but miss that Church; and | 
you may to that Church, and be owned by | 
no known among men. 
aside 
= communion — ignore them, — doubt very 
| 
of a bird can we skim the surface of this | such conceptions, and five minutes in heaven will 
—— settle the whole thing. One is content to wait 
me just say here—because the words spoken | with perfect cquanimity, antil the clouds break, 
now may reach those who are not present —that and every Christian man wakes up to see that he 
an intelligent conception of the Church and of | cannot help being a member of the Body with 
membership in that Church, must be of immense | another man who is equally holding the Head. 
consolation to invalids and those who are prevented | | may be the foot, and you something far higher 
from attending the house of God. Wherever the | in the Body; it does not matter—you cannot help 
Christian is, he is in the Church; and he may | being a member with me, because I am a 
walk the aisles of that spiritual temple in company | member of Christ. 
with all holy souls. Very often when on the I will not stay here to do more than indicate 
broad Atlantic on Sunday, and when one rather 
missed the communion one has been accustomed 
— 
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im the purposes of Gol. We were made to sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 
Will you tura to the same scoond chapter, 
notice how beaut fully the Revised Version brings 
out the truce meaning of the Greck, im verses 21 
and 22? Having spoken of oar Lord as 


1 


7 


Church itself is God's temple. God's most 
gracious Spirit is equally with the Salvationist 
as with the Church of England man, equally 
with the Methodist as with the Baptist, if only 
they be members of the one Body of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is i Is it not a lovely 


change in this mortal life, there is growing up, 


spiritual structure in which God is to find a 
home for ever, a habitation of God through the 
Spirnt ? 

To hasten onward—in Ephesians the third 
chapter, we get a glimpse of another thought 
upon which I will just touch as we pass. Virse 
10. That now unto the principalities and powers 
im the heaven) places, might be made known, 
through the Charch, the manifold wisdom of God.” 
The idea there is, that of a many-coloured glass 
window, through which the sunlight pours upon 
white marble beneath, covering it with all manner 
of beautiful lines. So the sunlight of God, in 
lis word, streams through many different minds, 
giving various views of that blessed Book. Then 
there are many different natures and tempera- 
ments among the children of God, making our 
churches to differ from each other. Just as, with 
a prism, one breaks up a pure ray of light into 
points of many colours; so the Church breaks up 
the incomprehensible glory of the beam of the 
Divine nature and makes it prismatical. Thas 
may we study God, as we would not dare to 
behold Him in His unveiled glory. 

We glance rapidly over the fourth chapter, 
staying to note only one clause in it. Here 
Paul deals again with the same conception of the 
same body ( Christ. Turning to the Revised 
Version and the 11th verse, we notice that our 
Lord gave some men to be prophets, some 


thought that, amid the wreck and anarchy of 
nations and kingdoms; amid all the chance and | 
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world; shold find out God's idea for his life, 
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is, in God's sight, an 


love 
loves one Bride. When God made 
for one man, it was only a parallel of 
was distinct and apparent in His m 
must not for a moment think that His conception 
of marriage was an analogy caught up to suit a 
passing phase of thought; it was one of the 
deepest traits in His nature, to be realized in the 
progress of the ages, in view of the union between 
Christ and redeemed sinners. The dual 
of the chapter is, the Bride and the Body. 
verse 29 (I leave you there) we have a 
which we seldom hear alluded to, as — 
got much comfort from it, but, to my mind, it is 
the most fertile thought in this Epistle. “He 
that loveth his own wife loveth himself; for no 
man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth 
and cherisheth it, even as Christ also the Church; 
because we are members of His body.” Is not 
that a rapturous ght? We nourish and 


bathe and anoint it. If any part be injured or 
lacerated, how carefully we bend all the strength 
of our thought and care over it. Take, then, this 
thought of the Lord Jesus Christ nourishing and 
cherishing every one of us to-day, even the most 
refractory and truant of His members, even the 
one who least understands union to Him, Lord, 
am rather lacerated, out of sorts, aching in 


until the pain is gone, and until I am presented to 
Thyself, part of Thy glorious Church, without 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing. May God 


evangelists, some pastots and teachers, for the | bless to us these conceptions ! 
Wepnespay, Jan. 6.—Narions AND THEIR RuLERs. 
The attendance was large, notwithstanding the continued wet weather. The 
Right Hon. Lord Kinnaird presided, and, after singing and prayer, passages of 
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of God. Even looking round 
ned heads of Europe, we can thank 
who, we trust, are believers in God. 
the Governments of this world 
The Chairman has just alluded to the fact 
that, in the last crisis in Europe, they seem to 
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y, in England, are sitting under the best 
We 


but of the Government looked at as a 


A breaking down. Thank God we, 
not of the personality of t 


for some, 
whole. What can 
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result ? 


speak, 


ye, for 
parables 
sends His 


gospel of the King— | nation. 
He tells of the | ment. Thank God we have a godly woman 


again for His | upon the throne; and many amongst our rulers 


“ Art Thou a ate true servants 
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seems to have 
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the resurrection and Pentecost 
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things concerning—not the Ch 

told by many now-a-days, but the things con- 

cerning the kingdom. It was natural, therefore, | have been completely baffled by the weakest and 
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Tuvrspay, Jan. 7.— Fonriox Misstoxs. 


This morning the chair was ed by Mr. W. H. Seagram, who, after a 
hymn had been sung, and prayer ioe i 


of Scripture and the subjects suggested for prayer. 


The address was given by the Rev. W. T. A. Barser, x. A., Secretary of the 
Wesleyan Missionary — Ile said :-— 


The first thing I would like to do in a meeting 
which prays for foreign missions is, to bear 
witness to what I have sern of the power of God's 
Holy Spirit to change men in all parts of the 

d. Perhaps this is scarcely needed, however, 
for a missionary faith springs from the holy 
place where we ourselves have known the power 
of Christ to change our lives. If we do need such 
testimony I would say that it has bern my lot to 
spend more than half my life in one mission field 
or another. My carliest recollection is that of 
black faces in Africa, shining with tears under the 
preaching of the Gospel. In India, Ceylon, 
Japan, in many other parts of the world, and 
especially in China, I have seen the same thing. 
I speak not of numbers, which are, comparatively, 
unimportant; but, wherever I have had the 
opportunity of watching, the same thing has been 
keen. Englishmen, Japanese, Hincoos—when 
Christ has laid hold of such, their whole life has 


been changed. Christ does live in His people, and 
the same fruits of the Spirit are borne in every 
realm and tongue. 

What we need to feel in our own churches is, 
that the opportunities which are given to us in the 
mission field, mast be used. We have never been 
face to face with anything like the real task which 
is set the Church of Christ, as we are to-day. In 
the carly years of the century, God was engaged 
with some s island in the South Seas, 
affording an object lesson, in a single generation, 
of His power to completely change a whole race. 
But now He has brought us toa time when the 
mighty nations of the East lie before us, and 
Africa is brought near to us. We may now 
touch any part of the world in a couple of months; 
and there is need to pray that our opportunities 
may be well used. We have new openings for 
Christ’s Gospel. The very sorrows of the world 
dave brought such opportunities nearer. Look at 


11 which He is coming to sct up shall never be 
— moved 27 ragn — 1. 
to ert the very necessity of the case. This present kind 
Ciwistians. This is a cannot go on fur ever—reason denies 
what 
a 01 
God's 
present | 
the „ Who is going to in righteousness. 
14 
gE 
Tons. 
3 or rather of the Christian people in those nations, 
7 which beat in unison with one another: cach, m 
4 — either side of the water, saying—"“ We are 
* 
Together we pleaded with the God of peace 
11 
11 
| 
| gdom af our 
decree has 
| ersed. The 
me 
I set people. We do mot expect to see persecution 
N is feet. the world made 
e have comes. That, after all, is the great hope. It is 
sus, we by the preaching of the Gospel of the coming 
. see Him crowned, we look for His coming; we of the King, that the coming of the King will be 
| ' now He is net far away, and that the kingdom brought nearer to this world, 
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Saturpay, Jan. 9.—Famitres Ax D Schools. 
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city, under the auspices of 
gelical Alliance, 
being held. in the afternoons there are man 
them. I have no doubt t 
will find churches li 


different centres of this 


hat, this 


ke that of the Rev. W 


with large gatherings for prayer; and 


The CHAIRMAN said :— 
I do not think that we should feel in the the Evan 


slightest degree discouraged because this room is 


not filled to overflowing, at this, the last, and 


yer 


the smallest, of our central Pia 
Meetings. For, be it borne in mind that, in forty | Peploe, 


always 
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deeply interested in the proceedings. Mr. Speke briefly, and 8 
took part in pemyer. One 
interesting feature of this meeting wae that em impromptu collection was taken, 
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On ing, the meeting was held in St. James’s Schoolroom, 
ae es Ee ae F. A. C. Lillingston presided and gave a practical address 


be added that, in addition to these meetings convened by the South 
of the Alliance, there were many other meetings locally by 
ministers and others in the Southern districts of London, and at which there was a 
very blessed spirit of union manifested. : 
Mitpmay Conrzrence Hatt.—Two meetings were held here every day of the 


Hampsteap.—Daily meetings were held throughout the Week, in the Lecture 
Room of Christ Church; representative ministers of local churches being the ers. 
Ricumonp.—Excellent daily meetings, afternoon and evening, were held in 
a buildings. Some of the evening mectings were crowded; a 
777 Down Lodge Hall, daily (Saturday ex ) meetings 
were convened, and also at St. Paul’s, Onslow Square, in the Church „although 
we have not been favoured with detailed reports. At some forty centres in London 
and the suburbs the Week of Prayer is devoutly observed. — 
Norrixd HIII.— Joint meetings with Talbot Tabernacle were held in Trinity 
Presbyterian Church each evening. The attendance was good throughout, and a 
spirit of prayer 
Urrer Norwoop.—The prayer meetings in Upper Norwood, from Jan. 4 to 9, 
in connexion with the Evangelical Alliance, were held, as in former in 
St. Aubyn’s Hall, and at the Y.W.C.A., 3 Gipsy Hill. They were presided over by 
the ministers of the various denominations. The attendance was good; and the 
spirit of prayer and of brotherly love and unity that pervaded them was all that 
could — We trust a rich blessing will result from ten 
Tux West Norwoop Covuncit or Evanceticat Free Cnuncurs made 
arrangements for a week of meetings in the various local churches—viz., Hamilton 
Road, R Park, Park Road, Chatsworth Road, Chapel Road, and Knight's Hill. 
The a at each of the meetings was good. ' 
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but the 700 or 800 persons who assembled were evidently praying people, and were 
Africa, gave a interesting address on Bechuanaland. At Vongregn tic 
Schoolroom, Loughe dug Junction, the Rev. T. F. Touzeau presided, and the 
| — 
| 
Prayer Week; the attendances were good, and the spirit that prevailed very helpful. 
Taz Youre Mew’s Curistian Association arranged for daily meetings at 
| Exeter Hall, the Centenary Hall, Bishopsgate Street, and at the Aldersgate Street 
Branch. 
 &&- 


THE PROVINCES. 


ALpDERsHOT.—The meetings held throughout the week in the various churches 
have been of a devotional character, and well sustained. A united Communion 
Service in the Wesleyan Church closed the series. 


Antrtu.—The Protestant Hall was well-filled every evening. A minister 
, and a fine Christian tone pervaded the 


writes: “The singing was hearty KA. 
meetings. Lady Massareene members 0 attended several nights. 
Asnsovurne.—* Much interest and spiritual influence made the meetings very 


ent writes: “We had a fine series of meetings, 
beginning on Sunday, Jan. 3, and continuing every night until Friday. All the 
Protestant Churches were represented, and took part in the services. The whole 


spirit of the meetings was cheering.” 

Ayiesspury.—The meetings throughout have proved of an earnest and 
enthusiastic character, and well attended. 
_* Baywzsurny.—A minister writes: Never were there better meetings than those 
‘held last week at Middleton, both in regard to numbers and spiritual power. We 

held a united Service for the Young on Sunday afternoon, as also the 


this 
Gifted Cossmunion Service in the ¢vening in the Wesleyan Chapel; and we are 


hopeful of holding a monthly united prayer meeting during 1927. 
were Leid at midday and eath evening during the 
week. In the Jubilee School-room, on Wednesday, there was a women’s meeting. 


A Communion Service in the Baptist Chapel concluded the series. An earnestness 


of tene has pervaded all the gatherings. N 4 
Barn. Tro meetings each day in — Guildhall characterised the Week of 
an hour. 


Prayer here, with an address of a quarter 
ya W. Kipling Cox arranged for an interesting series of 


BIRMINOHAM.— The Rev. 
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Tun Baawer Covers or Evawoxsican Faas Cavacune arranged 

for a series of meetings in which the r and ; 
Presbyterian Churches ef New Barnet, Barnet, Park, Potters 
Ber -united. All the meetings were attended, and concluded with two | 
Communion Services on the evening of Sunday the 10th of January. 

Dunn the auspices of the Free Church Council united meetings were held in | 
Central South London, concluding with two united Communion Services, held 
—＋ 5 Church, Westminster Bridge Road, and Walworth Road 

meetings were held every evening in the week. 1 

Toor wo. — Baptista. — Wesleyans, Free and Primitive 
Methodists, assembled together each other's places of worship every evening. 

The meetings were well attended, and from beginning to end characterised by 
warmth of fervour. eee 

Urnen — The district council of the Evangelical Churches arranged 
2 — u places of worship, and a Communion Service 
on 

ee Re “I have pleasure in informing you 
that the Week of Prayer was again observed here this 174 
each evening at different places of worship and at the echools, and ebort | 
given by members of various denominations. On the Monday evening special | 
Thanksgiving was offered up for the direct and definite answer that hed been 
vouchsafed to last year’s prayers that a spirit of love and unity might prevail in this 
place, which spirit AA 
year. Laus Deo.” 

Eatine.—Mid-day and evening meetings were held throughout the week—all 
denominations taking n fairly successful. 

Forest Garn. meetings were as well attended as ever, and closed with 
a united Communion Service, at which “several hundreds” attended. Deep 
feeling and intense interest characterised the Wednesday assembly, when prayer was 
especially offered for the suffering Armenians. 

| 

| 

| 
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Chareh Council, concluding with an exchange of puipits, and a united Communion 
Service. 


Bovey Traacry.—* Weather unfavourable : attendance not large, but a good 

2 of the Church were represented at the meetings here. 

Buay.—Well-attended meetings were held, in which clergymen of the Church 
of England took part. : 

Bextox.—A united Communion Service on Sunday concluded a series of very 
successful meetings, held every evening throughout the week. 

Causripor.—The spirit pervading the meetings was good throughout. 

CLevepon .—Interesting meetings during the week. 


— daily, in the Corn Exchange, meetings were convened. 
meetings with the clergy. uni front was shown, sympathetic feeling 
abundantly manifested.” 

Cursuam.—Both the clergy and Nonconformist ministers have taken part in 
the Week of Prayer. The meetings were well attended. 

Crocxertox, Wiurs.—Very encouraging were the meetings held in this 
hamlet. A friend says: “ places used for prayer-gatherings were quite full 
four evenings out of the six.” 

Cromer.—Afternoon and evening assemblies met daily. Audiences in the 
evening numbering between 300 and 400. 

CORD. Good meetings were held on two evenings of the week. 

Daxiixctoxn.—The Week of Prayer, under the auspices of the Free Church 


ballowed season. ebay e no minister preached from his own pulpit 
izi 

Free Churches of the town. The united communion at the of the day was one 
of the most hallowed seasons I have ever been permitted to enjoy.“ The Week of 
Prayer is to be followed b, an eight days’ mission. 

DorcuestER.—The Week of Prayer was observed at the Y.W.C.A.; meetings 
4... 

Dona. -A friend writes: “ The attendances were good throughout, and the 
spirit of the meetings was fervent.” | 

Dover—Meeti have been held twice daily in the Town Hall, several of the 
local clergy taking a part. 


united meetings in his own parish. Other meetings were held in this great 
. manufactunng centre, but no reports of them have come to hand 
Biarncowars.—“ A Week of Prayer hep been held in James Strect 
r The attendance has 
been year.” | 
Bon. — Excellent daily ings were held, distinguished by rest 
supplicetions for the outpouring of the Ticly Spirit, asd on behalf of the various 
inaugurated as the result of last year’s Week of Prayer, have been well sustained, 
and will be continued this year. 
Bovgx EMoUTH. — the week meetings were held in which 
took part. Meetings were also held at St. George's Hall, Boscombe, daily, in the 
| Co_cutster.—Earnest prayers and inspiring addresses made the ring 
| 
pulpits, and a united Communion Service on Sunday evening, Jan. 10, brought th 
union ce on Sun . . 10, 
; Christian Union Buildings on Sunday afternoon, Jan 3. There was a good 
attendance. An earnest address was delivered by the Her. W. J. Clarke, 5. p., 


: 


F 
7 2 


held in the ist Chapel on Jan. 10. 

Gatwar.—A friend writes: The attendance at our meetings was encouraging. 
The Rev. J. F. , B.D. (Rector of St. Nicholas), Rev. J. C. Clarke, n.a. (Presby- 
terian Minister), the Rev. William Croake, b. b. (Vice-President of the Methodist 
Conference) cordially united, and we are looking for still greater blessing in the time 
to come.” 


Gonrox.—The six Free Churches here observed the Week of Universal Prayer; 
ta 


Gueaysry.— unavoidable circumstances the meetings of the Week of 
Prayer were held from Jan. 11 to 17, closing with a united Communion Service. 
On Jan. 18, the Rev. E. Mann gave an account of the Jubilee gatherings of the 


Alliance in the room of the Y.M.C.A. . 
Gui_prorp.—Evening meetings were held each day, but the attendances were 


rn Noon meetings in the Church Institute in Stoke parish were fairly 
attended. 

HAnnow.— Good attendances distinguished the meetings held in the Church 
Room, Roxeth Hill, throughout the week. . 

Hastinos.—Morning meetings were held each day at the Priory Street 
institute. Evening assemblies met at the various churches and chapels of the town, 
clergymen and ministers taking part in the prayer and praise. 

Hort. — The noon daily meetings have suffered in the attendances through the 
wet weather, otherwise the week was a very happy one. 

Isstocx, Le1cester.—The meetings here were not quite so large as last year, 
but an earnest spirit pervaded the assemblies. A friend writes: The united 
Communion Service at the Baptist Chapel was a very large gathering and a never- 
to-be-forgotten season of communion.” ; 

IcrRacomBE.—Two meetings daily (Saturday excepted) were held in the Town 

Hall. Only the noon meeting was hel on Renin, 

Jenxsey.—United meetings were convened at St. John’s. Collections amounted 


to £4 for the Armenian Relief Fund of the Evangelical Alliance. 
Krs wick. — The Week of Prayer was observed here on the same lines as in 


former years, meetings being held in the various places of worship according to a 
lan drawn A laymen who had the arrangements in 

S the various churches and mission rooms were included in the 
programme. It was pleasant to notice the feeling of unity which exists between 
the members of the different churches, and 8 ee which they could 
mingle for the of uniting in and praise to . What especially 
the felt presence of the Holy Spirit, and a 
greater readiness to engage in prayer. 


| 
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rector of St. Thomas. Two meetings were held in the same place each following 
2 All the Protestant Churches of the City were represented. One | 
on afternoon, Jan. 10, when the Rev. J. C. J N. A., Minister of Union 
Chapel, deli an address, which was greatly enjoyed by all present. 
Kaervou ux. — A friend 
usual 
and | 
was 
was 
and 
whi 
Exeren. opening 
F 
of 
the 1 
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observance of 

the from 12 9, 

Committee were able to 

and three Non- 

which were of a 

commenced with a united service on Sunday, Jan. 3, 

and concluded with a similar service on Sunday, Jan. 10. Two meetings were held 

the week. The interest was sustained throughout, and it was felt by 

all to be a time of great refreshing from the of the Lord. All Protestant 

denominations were ted, and a true t of unity prevailed. These happy 
united meetings will not soon be forgotten in Limerick. 

Lowpoxprerny.—A friend states: We had our meetings throughout the 

our 


have been largely attended. A united Communion Service, on Sunday, Jan. 10, 
the interesting gatherings to a close. 
alpstone.—From the letter of a friend we quote the ing: “ We have 
just coucluded the best united gatherings for prayer that we have for some 
8 No less than thirteen and ministers part in the meetings. 
e have indeed cause for thanking God and taking courage.“ 


to hear that the Week of Prayer has been attended ing to the 
— of Malvern. The meetings were held in the YMCA A the 

meeting to the last were very well attended. It is admittedly the best Week 
of Prayer we have had.” 

Mancare.—The meetings have been very successful, and attended with much 
blessing. 

Neepuam Marxet.—aAll the gatherings were well attended. Two c 
and the Nonconformist minister were present at most of the meetings and took part. 
A friend writes: “Our little town has been greatly blessed during the past year, 
which we can but consider an answer to the fervent petitions presented to our 
loving Heavenly Father a year ago.“ 

Newmarket.—An exchange of pulpits and a united Communion Service com- 
menced the Week of Prayer here. 
. Newry.—Meetings were held each evening in the Assembly Rooms. The 
attendance throughout was good, and it was gratifying to see the number—men, 
women, and children—who were present on the most inclement evenings. 

Norrixonax.— Noon meetings have been held at St. Michael's Church, which 
were attended by many clergymen and ministers of the town. The gatherings were 

ed by an earnest Christian spirit. 

Palcxrox.— Very hearty and well attended were these meetings, considering 
the very inclement weather, and were supported by all sections of the Church. 

PortsmoutH.— The Christian Commonwealth gives the following report: 
“The Week of United Prayer, on the basis of the Evangelical Alliance, attracted 
great attention this year in Portsmouth. The meetings afforded striking proof that 
real unity exists amongst the evangelical sections of the one Church of Christ. In 
the eleven meetings which were held, from Jan. 4 to 9, Episcopalians, Baptists, 
_Congregationalists, Bible Christians, Wesleyans, and Presbyterians took part. One 
of the evening meetings was held in Elm Grove Baptist Chapel, and a Church of 


Fngland a ag gave an address. Three other vicars also took a prominent 
in the noon-day prayer meetings. The united Communion Gervieg ans had am 
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Langholm branch arranged for meetings in the Temperance 
Hall cach evening during the week ; the ministers of all the Evangelical denomina- 
taowe part. Some kind friend imserted the fall invitation for the Week of 
Laaxe.—The Week of Prayer was well observed here. Nearly all the 
Protestant ministers of the place united in the meetings, and gave helpful addresses. 
»priately.”” 
Lvrox.—Re tative meetings for the observance of the Week of Prayer 
| 6 


Saxpowx, Isk or Wionr.— Noon and evening meetings were held each 
during the week, and were fairly attended. On the evening of Sunday, Jan. * 5 


final meeting took the form of an Evangelistic Service. 


the Town Hall and in the various schools of the town. The vicar, the Rev. Canon 
Ivens, says: “Such gatherings which are i i 
common ground, and with the common obj 
but do good by enabling us to realise the true unity which underlies our unhappy 
divisions.” 

Srrezt.—Well-attended meetings were convened throughout the week. 

Supsuny.—Ministers and people have given themselves heartily to the 
observance of the Week of Prayer. meetings were well sustained. 

Trrrox.—A friend writes: The prayer meetings arranged for in six different 
districts have been seasons of blessing, and in one instance have led to the formation 
of a weekly Saturday evening prayer meeting.” 

TEenTERDEN.— the 4th of January to the 8th happy and pleasant meetings 


were held. 

Trowsxrpcr.—Much unanimity prevailed at these gatherings for prayer 
between Conforming and Noncomforming ministers. A spirit of fervour, freedom, 
and reality was very marked. . 

Tux WILIS.—Mid-day and evening gatherings were held th 
the week in the Vale Road Hall. The president of the Tunbridge Wells Branch of 
the Alliance writes: “ Our Week of Prayer has been a time of blessing here. On 
the whole the meetings have been better attended than in former years, and there 
has been a very manifest spirit of prayer in all our gatherings. I think, specially, 
yestentay when wo hed sepvesentatives of both Arey snd to 

ise and, for the special work in their departments, and on y the 
Rev. Stather unt’s address on Foreign Missions has, I trust, stirred up real 


enthusiasm.” 

Ventnor, Istx or Wionr.— Both morning and evening meetings were well 
attended by the Evangelical clergy and ministers of all denominations. Altogether 
successful i 


. 
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night in St. Johi's Chara, Porton, on the invitation of the Vier, the | 
Rev. H. Young, . 4. Despite most unfavourable weather, over two 
hundred Communicants were present. The special feature of the Communion | 
Service was that it was observed almost exactly es in Nonconformist churches. | 
Outside the altar rails stood u large Communion Table, around which ent seven | 
———— — There was no kneeli if 
to receive the bread and wine, but the Comorunicants remained in their seats and 1 
were served by the Vicar and his Ourate, who went from pew to pow. This most 4 
impressive service was concluded with an address by a Presbyterian minister, the Ee 
Rev. A. Halliday, u.s., who spoke fram the worde Behold, how good and how ‘ 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity. ‘ 
Ruantxo.— The meetings were well-attended, Church of England and No :- 1 
denomina- 
ener all, in response 
to a ‘i 
prayer at the commencement of the New Year. 
SarTsuaN-sy-THe-Sza.—An interchange of pulpits preceded the Week of | 
— | 
were better attended this year than for some time past. There was an excellent 
spirit pervading them. The Bishop of Hull presided at one of the gatherings.” 
Sourmporr.—On Sunday evening, Jan. 3, the first of the series of meetings for 
the observance of the Week of Prayer was held in the Temperance Institute, when . 
the Rev. Canon Burbidge, u. A., delivered the address. Noon and evening assemblies 
were attended each day by various clergymen and ministers. 
SourHsza.—Mid-day meetings were held at the Sandringham Hall every day, 
Sowzrsy Barver.—During the Week of Prayer, meetings were convened in 
| 


evening, Jan. 10 esleyan Church uni i ' 
afterwards, was filled in every part by representatives of nearly every in the 
town. The service was felt to be one of remarkable spiritual power. It is some 
rs since a similar service was held in Winchester. So deep was the spirit of 
very of Christians of all sections of 
Ch i social intercourse and 
held in the various Free Charches of 
Service brought the 
s i ing is an friend's letter: The 
‘attendances were smaller, somewhat, and the financial results less than last year, 

although the moral and spiritual fruits were much greater“ 

sustained. “The services, 


Wirxey.—Eveni ae were held and well 
pful, 


altogether, were seasons of great blessing.” On Sunday evening, 

Wox1xe.—Two afternoon assemblies, and meetings each evening. characterised 
the Week of Prayer. The Vicar and his Curate respectively presided on different 
occasions. A friend writes: “The meetings had the effect not only of stirring up 
the of God to pray in real earnest, but also of raising to a greater height 
the flame of brotherly love.” 

Wonrnixo.— The meetings here were thoroughly representative. Assemblies 
were held on rere in the evening. On 
Monday, Wednesday, and Saturday there were meetings in Broad water School. 

Yarmovutu.—Very successful meetings were held turoughout the Week. On 
— Jan. 10, a general exchange of pulpits amongst the ministers of the Free 
Churches took place, concluding with a united Communion Service in the Wesleyan 
Church. 


Among the numerous places throughout the where the Week of 
United and Universal Prayer has been observed, although iled reports have not 
been received, were the following: Alcester, Clevedon, Falmouth, Melksham, Mon- 
mouth, Okehampton, Stony and Royston. 


„% We are compeiied to hold over till our next issue reports of the observance 
of the Week of Prayer on the Continent of Europe, and in more cisian' lands. 
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Warearony.—The meetings were most encouraging. The ministers of all 
and fervent spirit of prayer pervaded the whole week. While the various topics 
appointed for each day were remembered in prayer all through the week, there was 
a very special desire manifested for a revival of spiritual life. 
Wexpoven.—The tone of the held in the — — school-room, 
Wesron-suren-Mant.—The Secretary of the Weston-super-Mare Branch 
writes: “ I never remember the Unity of the Body of Christ more manifested, and it 
pleasure a cheque 8 7s. 10d., made u following items: 
Bare t0 the fends of the Alliance, £7 Os. i0d.; An snonymous donor for the 
Armenian Orphanages, Hymn books, 15s. ; Small programmes, 7s.” 
unn “ The —— — throughout, and 
it was noticeable —ͤ— 
ity in itions ight we are going to 
Wixcuesten.—Noteworthy gatherings have distinguished the Week of Prayer 
here. — hes been lager than peovicns yours, onde very 
earnest spirit has prevailed. There was an in of pulpits on Sunday 
| 
N 
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PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


Tae usual monthly meeting of the Council was held on Thursday, January 14, 
Donald Matheson, Esq. (and afterwards, Sir Wm. Willis) presiding. A passage of 
having been read by the Chairman, prayer was offered by the Rev. Trevor 


1 The Rev H. Coley, London. 
B. Allen, Tooting. Miss L. Kayser, Frankfort-on-Maine. 
pon The Rev. K. L. Allnutt, Sevenoaks. 


The Rev. Trevor Fielder was welcomed by the Chairman, having accepted, 


Ostrvary. 
The death was reported of the Rer. Dr. Hiles Hitchen and the 
Herber Evans. The Council desired the Secretary to convey to the 
families an expression of their sympathy. 


Rev. Dr. 
bereaved 


Opservayce or tHe Weex or Universat Prarer. 
The Secretary reported on the recent observance of the Week of Universal 


due in a large measure to the unfavourable weather. But from many 
provincial towns the reports received show that the meetings have been more largely 
attended than ever, and the spirit and tone even above the average. Special 
reference was made to the fact that at one of the meetings of the South London 
branch (the Metropolitan Tabernacle) an impromptu collection on behalf of the 
Evangelical Alliance amounted to £8 12s. It was also mentioned that the Saturday 
meeting at St. Martin’s Town Hall, and which is always the smallest in numbers, 
produced special donations for the Armenian Relief Fund, amounting to £32. 

Various ions regarding the observance of the Week of Prayer were made 
in letters received from Eastbourne and other places. 


Sovvexig or tHe Formation oF THE ALLIANCE. | 

A letter was read from the Rev. John Wilkinson f ing to the Council the 
silk et-handkerchief to which reference was made at meeting. This 
han ief is one printed in 1846, and containing admirable portraits of many of 
the founders, and also a view of the great meeting in Exeter Hall. Mr. Wilkinson 
* preserved this relie for fifty years, and now presented it to the Alliance in its 

The Council desired that their special thanks be conveyed to Mr. Wilkinson for 

his gift, which would be suitably framed and preserved in the Council Room. 


Tae Srvunpists or 
Letters were read from Mr. Prokhanoff thanking the Council for their last 
nt of help for the Stundist brethren; also from Dr. Baedeker, who is now at 
Important steps were then considered and a large sum was voted for the 
relief of the sufferers. 
Tue Srrvation Turxey. 

Letters were read from the Constantinople committee and from a correspondent 
in Asia Minor, with reference to the present situation in Turkey. The former 
speaks of unrest amongst all classes of the people, and of the whole situation being 
enshrouded in darkness, particularly as the Sultan and his advisers are seeking in 
every way to avoid the reforms which are pressed upon them by the Great Powers. 
The other correspondent speaks of anxiety, but at the same time reports that the 
work of the missionaries goes on as usual, and with more than the usual interest. 


Lea 


2 — —xũb — 


— 


New Muss. | | 
The following persons were unanimously admitted to membership :— | | 
The Hon. 
The Rev. 
W. 
F. Churchill, M.D., 
q 
have been, on the „ not quite so well attended as in some years: this was 
| 


4 


| 


Ayxvat Rerorr. 
Mr. Arnold portions of the draft of the report for the past year, and 
which was approved by the Council 2 
The meeting closed with prayer by the Rev. H. E. Brooke. 
| —-„—-— 
BRISTOL & CLIFTON BRANCH. 
B L.—M of a most ing nature were held every morning 
— week in the Mission of the Blind Asylum, and a ladies 
cnecting in the afternoon of Thursday. A friend states: I do not know that we 
have ever bad more successful meetings in point of attendance ; every meeting was 
full, save Friday's, when the rain in Saturday's was crowded, when 
Mr. George Miiller gave the address.” Professor Henderson in his address on 
Monday observed that in the present day there was cause for sorrow and joy 
the Queen's Court, the 


discovery of uscript proving the facts of H better education of 
increase of our Sunday in proportion to our population, the recognition of 
and that the Lord Jesus Christ is more thought than ever as the 
manifestation of the love of God. The Rev. Talbot Greaves, on Tuesday, when 

three 
main ob) which we shou were the puri of the Church, its separation 
— — If we realised our 
oneness with the Church above, the more would worship become spiritual and vital, 
and believers feel less their isolation. On Wednesday, the subject Nations 
and their Rulers,” the Rev. Dr. Brook referred to the salvation of Jesus Christ as 
for all nations. The —-—-— 
those groaning under rule of the Turk, though brighter days in store for 
them. He said: Let us pray the two young men who sit on two of the 


Do we find such a large proportion going out from our churches at home? Speaking 
of Home Missions, the Rev. F. W. Brown wished to stir up interest and enthusiasm 
on behalf of work around us and among the Jews. It was a cause for thankfulness 


Christian Church was adopting means to counteract the prevalent coil by 


endeavouring to reach all classes. On Saturday, the revered speaker, Mr. 
Muller, alluding to “ Families, &c,” dwelt on the importance of this subject, as 
could testify from his own pajnful experience in his own education at a high-class 
school. Although thirty tutors, during his nine years’ stay, endeavoured to make 


him proficient in every educational subject and science, not one spoke to him about 
the salvation of his soul. It was essential to pray for wee in the Universities, 


and teachers in the Colleges, and in the higher classical schools. 


— 


4 
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Further important communications with reference to affairs in the Turkish 
were then considered, and it was decided that representations upon this 
should be made to H. M's Government. 
| greatest thrones 0 arene, hat they may sway their sceptres on the side of right 
| 1 The best of rulers was our own beloved Queen. The Rev. H. 8 , 
| alluding to “ Foreign Missions,” remarked that we must not be led by those who te 
: us that there are heathens at home, but by what is the ratio of Christian workers ? 
| Here we have one to a thousand, in India there is one to a quarter of a million. 
| At there are 600 native evangelists gone forth tribes. 
| that each community was engaged in aggressive as well as defensive warfare "he | 
2 
7 


